
Thursday 15 February
Playgroup starts
Wednesday 6 March 
NWPSSA Athletics 3-4
Thursday 7 March
NWPSSA Athletics 5-6
Monday 11 March 
King’s Birthday Public Holiday
Wednesday 13 March
NAPLAN starts Grades 3 & 5
Thursday 14 March
NWPSSA Twilight Carnival
Friday 29 March - Tuesday
2 April
Easter Break
Friday 12 April
Last day Term 1
Monday 29 April
First day Term 2
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Andrews Creek Primary School

Upcoming events Welcome back to school for 2024 and what a fabulous start we have had!

It was wonderful to see students return to school eager to learn and committed to
giving their best effort. I commend our students on their exemplary manners and
the respectful way in which they greet each other and the adults within our
school. It has been a pleasure to watch our leaners engage in a variety of get to
know you activities and return to routines so smoothly.

Students have been arriving at school on time and wearing their uniform proudly.
Thank you to all families for encouraging these positive behaviours. 

I warmly welcome all new students and their families to the Andrews Creek family;
Sofia, George, Delilah, Jack, Zara, Hartley, Ava and all of our new Kinder students. 

We also welcome Mrs Edmistone on the Year 2 class for the first three weeks of
term, Mr Connelly sharing the 2/3 class, Miss Hamilton sharing Year 5, and Miss
Pennicott on the Year 3/4 class this term. It has been lovely to see families
welcome new staff members so warmly to ACPS as they begin form positive
relationships with our young people.

Teachers worked hard during the holidays to ensure classrooms were ready for
our learners to return and establish inviting spaces for students to engage with. 



On the three student free days at the beginning of
term, all staff worked together to become familiar
with our Department’s Strategic Plan, and to think
about how the team can support these priorities to
achieve successful learning outcomes for all students.
We will also be working closely with the School
Association throughout the year to plan for action,
develop and renew key policies and procedures and
contribute to the success of ACPS. If you think you
would like to join the School Association Committee,
please pop in and see us!

Reminders:

Attendance: By being at school every day, your child
will have the best opportunity at a bright future. It
gives them every chance to be around friends, learn
new things and find interests. One of our school
priorities in 2024 is to increase student attendance.
Please reach out if you require supports to help us
achieve this goal together. 

Hats on please! Hats must be worn during break
times for first and fourth term.

Uniforms: We ask that all students wear our school
uniform, remembering that socks should be plain
navy or black (no writing or logos) and black shoes.
Jewellery – only sleepers or studs (no necklaces, rings
or bracelets) with hair accessories preferably in
school colours. Having hair up and off faces assists
with learning and safety. 
If you require support regarding uniforms, please see
the school office. 

School opening and finishing times: Our school
learning day starts at 8:55am and concludes at
2:55pm. Supervision is available from 8:30am. Having
students at school on time assists them to form
positive relationships with others and be ready for
learning. At pick up time please don’t arrive in the
courtyard before 2.45pm as it can distract our
students. 

In Partnership,
Emma Scicluna
Principal

Mrs D is excited to announce her Launching into
Learning dates for Term 1! We will offer playgroup
sessions all year each Thursday and Pre-Kinder will start
later in the year for all our students turning 4 in 2024. 
Our playgroup sessions are open to everyone so please
bring along your friends.  Please bring a piece of fruit
along to share for morning tea. Here is a list of our term
1 dates.

Launching into Learning



Safeguarding Training in
our Schools

Let’s make every day
count
Here we go, another exciting school year ahead! We
hope you enjoyed your holidays.
By showing up to school every day, your child will
have the best opportunity at a bright future. It gives
them every chance to be around friends, learn new
things, and find interests. 

Good attendance habits can sometimes be hard to
stick. But creating a solid routine, from the start of
Term 1, can set your child up for success for the year
ahead.

If you’re looking for tips on how to create better
attendance habits, visit the Anything can happen
website. 
Please always talk to us if you’re having trouble
getting your child to school. We’re here to help.

If you are a parent/carer or volunteer and are
thinking about doing parent help or going with
the class on excursions, you must complete the
new safeguarding training. You will need this to
work with children and young people. 

The training is compulsory under new laws designed to
better safeguard children and young people in
Tasmania. It will help you understand what to do if you
believe a child or young person is or may be being
harmed, and to make sure you are doing all you can to
prevent this from happening. The training will also tell
you what you must report under the new laws. 

To complete your training, visit Safeguarding
Training. This link will take you to the DECYP
Safeguarding Training website. From here please click
on the volunteers and service providers training at the
bottom left to create an account to access the training
platform. This training will only take 15 minutes and
then it will provide you with a certificate, this will be
valid until the end of 2024. Please save this as office
staff will ask to sight this when you sign in at school. 

A reminder that you will also need a current
RWVP card to also volunteer at school. Please bring
this each time as you will need the number to check in
to the school sign in kiosk. 

Thank you for leading the way in caring for our children
and young people safe so that they can focus on living
bright lives with positive futures. 

Department for Education, Children & Young People News

https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/library/COVID19%20Documents/COVID-safe-plan-
2024.pdf

COVID-19 
There is a new COVID-19 Safety Plan for all schools available at the link below. 
Staff, students and visitors are to remain home if they are unwell, and everybody should continue to practise
COVID-safe behaviours. 
Unfortunately, RAT tests are no longer being provided to schools. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.decyp.tas.gov.au%2Fsafe-children%2Fsafeguarding-children%2Fsafeguarding-training%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmelissa.catto%40decyp.tas.gov.au%7C6b195f3aef07495d564608dc26bb3de0%7Ca9be3ac70c60491e8b3ba32f8f46aec8%7C0%7C0%7C638427832838084503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gf85t8BUNwy3RtlLr3wpqLQL6tcsKIlK9qXnn66mSgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.decyp.tas.gov.au%2Fsafe-children%2Fsafeguarding-children%2Fsafeguarding-training%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmelissa.catto%40decyp.tas.gov.au%7C6b195f3aef07495d564608dc26bb3de0%7Ca9be3ac70c60491e8b3ba32f8f46aec8%7C0%7C0%7C638427832838084503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gf85t8BUNwy3RtlLr3wpqLQL6tcsKIlK9qXnn66mSgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/library/COVID19%20Documents/COVID-safe-plan-2024.pdf
https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/library/COVID19%20Documents/COVID-safe-plan-2024.pdf


School Levy Payments

Soccer Clinic
We were lucky enough to have two soccer coaches from
Devonport Junior Soccer Association visit on Tuesday and
Wednesday for PE. Cody and Danyon put students from
Prep to Gr 6 through their paces; working on dribbling
and defending through fun activities and games. 
If your child is interested in playing soccer in the
Devonport Junior Soccer School roster, information can
be found on their Facebook page “Devonport Junior
Soccer Club” or on the website the first game being on
Saturday 13 April 2024.
https://djsaschools.torneopal.com/
Mrs Hayes

In 2024 we are offering a range of different
specialist lessons for our students in addition to
their core learning areas with class teachers. 

Music - Prep- Grade 6 with Mrs Scicluna.
PE - K-6 with Mrs Hayes.
Perceptual Motor Program for Prep students
with Mrs Hayes. 
Kitchen Garden - K-6  with Mrs Dick.
French - P-6 with Mr Pucetti in Terms 2 & 3. 
Art P-6 with Ms Foster.
Digital Technologies G1-6 with Mrs Hinds. 

Art and Music will alternate each Term. Term 1 Art
will be our Grade 3/4, 5, and 6 class.  Music will be
our Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 2-3 class
and then in Term 2 this will swap so students get
the opportunty to do both.   

2024 Specialist Lessons

Andrews Creek Primary School levies invoices will
be processed this week and families should
receive a copy of the invoice in the next two
weeks. 
Families who have been approved for the STAS
(Student Assistance Scheme) will not receive an
invoice. 
Prep-Grade 6 Levy is $210 Kinder Levy is $160
These invoices are due to be paid by 31 March.
The preferred method of payment is Bpay. 
If you have any questions regarding levies, please
contact our School Business Manger, Megan  at:
megan.yasui@decyp.tas.gov.au



STAR Cards
Tilly - for using whole body listening today.
Leo - for using whole body listening all day today.
Jobe - for looking after our younger students with
kindness and respect.
Ella B - for using creative and original writing in her
task.
Laycie - for using whole body listening all day. 
Tom - for using his beautiful manners at all times. 
Delilah - for being so incredibly helpful. 
Evie - for helping new students to 3/4 learn the ropes. 
Lusiana - for demonstrating how to be safe in our
classroom at all times. 
Frankie - for being a respectful listener during mat
time. 
Grace - for using creativity in her writing task. 
Harry B - we respect your early arrival, polite manners,
and the effort you put in to having a great first day!
Fletcher - for working hard to improve his l during
name writing. 
Zara - for working hard to improve her a’s during
name writing. 
Freyja - for trying her best to do her neatest name
writing.
Ziggy - for working hard to improve her g’s and y
during name writing. 
Frankie - for working hard to improve her k during
name writing. 
Zen - for supporting classmates with ICT “set up”. 

Creek Cafe
Is back for 2024! 
Our first creek cafe day will be Wednesday 28
February and we will announce the menu next
week so stay tuned!
Orders will be due back by Friday 23 February. 

School Choir
Mrs Hardy has kindly offered to take choir again in
2024 for all of those students interested from
Grades 1-6. The first session was held today. 
Choir will run each Thursday at lunch time and we
are looking forward to them performing in
assemblies throughout the year! 



Book Club
Book Club Issue #1 is out now. Students received a
catalogue last week. Parents/carers can order via
the LOOP online system at the link below. When
choosing your child's class in your profile, please
click the option "All Classes" in the first drop down
box and then all the ACPS classes will appear in the
second drop-down box and allow you to select your
child's class.
Click the link below to order:
bit.ly/3Ut6kTF’

Our school earns 15% in Scholastic Rewards on all
Book Club orders to help us purchase new books
for the library. 

Validation Forms & ICT
Agreements
Please make sure you have returned the ICT User
Agreements and Student Validation Forms ensuring
contact details and medical information is up to date
and correct. This is vital to ensure we are able to care
for your child’s needs.

Miss Pennicott
Hi there, I’m Sarah Pennicott (or more commonly,
Miss Penny). I am lucky enough to be teaching three
days a week on the 3/4 class for this term. I am really
enjoying my time here so far and have loved
meeting so many new faces. 
Miss Pennicott is pictured on top of this page with
some of her students. 

https://bit.ly/3Ut6kTF


School Library
Library sessions have started with each class this
week. It is one of our school goals to have all
students borrowing books from the library. 
Libraries:

Instil a love of reading in our students. 
Expose students to a large range of books. 
Support teaching and learning. 
Enhance reading skills learnt at school.

If students have a special request of a book or
series, please let the office know and we may be able
to purchase it for the library. Please make sure your
child returns their book on a weekly basis. We
understand that chapter books may take longer to
read. Any families with lost or damaged books will be
charged a replacement fee.

Please also make sure that your child has a library
bag.
These can be purchased from the office for $5.00
cash.

Subway Lunches
We are offering Subway lunches again each Friday.
Please see the flyer below for information on how
to order.
Orders must be in no later than 9.30pm on
Thursday nights.

If your child is away sick on the day you have
ordered a subway lunch, you can call the
Homemaker Centre Subway on 6423 2233 and
postpone their order to the following week. This
must be done early on the Friday morning.

Canteen Hub - Order here!
http://bit.ly/3YmBDhY

Library Days
Tuesdays: Grade 1BH, Grade 2B
Wednesdays: 5AH, Kinder
Thursdays: 6W
Fridays: 3/4HP, Prep, 2/3CF



At Andrews Creek Primary School it is important to
us that all members of our school community are
well informed of events and news happening in
our school.

We have the following tools:

Seesaw App - Teacher Communication
Each class will be using the Seesaw app to share
information with families. Class teachers will send
you an email with more information.

Audiri App - Whole School 
Communication & Eforms
Audiri is a great tool that we use to get information
out to all parents/carers quickly via an alert on
your mobile phone or computer. You can also
submit an absentee form when your child is
absent from school or change your contact details.
Just search "Andrews Creek Primary School" in
your app store.

Newsletter - Every Second Thursday
Our fortnightly newsletters are packed with
information, events, photos, community
announcements and much more. These are
uploaded to Audiri under the newsletter tab and
can also be found on the ACPS website.
https://andrewscreekprimary.education.tas.
edu.au/

Like our page on Facebook!
We use Facebook as a tool to upload photos
about activities and learning happening at our
school. This is a great place to see what your child
is up to at school.

Hard Copy Notices - On Thursdays
(Fridays for Kinder students)
In situations where we need a form signed, we will
send home a hard copy notice. Where possible we
try and send notices home on a Thursday/Friday
so please check your child's bag. Notices that do
not require a permission form will be published in
the newsletter or on Seesaw.

Parent Communication Bus Travel
Our school is serviced by two Merseylink buses. For any
enquiries, please call Merseylink Coaches on 6427 7626
or by checking:
https://www.merseylink.com.au/school-bus-list/

Bus No 9 – Squeaking Point, Thirlstane and Port
Sorell with an interchange to Shearwater and
Hawley.

Bus No 66 – Wesley Vale, Frankford Hwy, Beer
Street, Northdown, Sassafras, Harford, Bakers
Beach, Latrobe Primary School, Latrobe High
School and Moriarty.

Buses arrive at school between 8:40am and 8:50am.
Buses depart school between 3:00pm and 3:05pm.

To ensure the safety of our students, all students using
a bus service are marked off a bus list.

Students will be asked each day if they are ‘bus’ or ‘pick
up’. If your child is being picked up or needs to change
buses, a Seesaw message to the teacher, a note or
phone call to the school is essential. We will not take
"word of mouth" from students. If the student is unsure
of their travel arrangements home, we will use the
information provided by you at the beginning of the
year on the Student Travel Arrangement form.

A Bus Code of Behaviour form was sent home with
students this week. If you haven’t already
returned it, please do so by Monday 19 February.
Additional copies are available from the office.  It is our
expectation that all students adhere to the Bus Code of
Conduct while travelling on the bus.



Contact

Resilience Project

School Parking & Traffic Rules
A reminder about our parking and traffic rules to keep
our students and families safe. We also need to make
sure our buses can get safely into the bus gate. 

No parking - Outside the main gate close to the
entrance on both sides of Westwind Drive.  The
buses need lots of room to get in. 
Please turn RIGHT ONLY on Westwind Drive
when coming out of drop off zone at front of
school. 
Parking outside office is 5 minute parking
only for quick pick up and drop off. These spaces
are not for parents collecting students from the
courtyard. 
Drive through pick up is available again in
2024 for those parents who would like to collect
students and drive through the oval and exit on
Port Sorell Main Road. 
Please drive slowly in and around our school
area. 

Throughout 2024, we will be working closely with
The Resilience Project to support the wellbeing of
our school community. The Resilience Project is
committed to teaching positive mental health
strategies to prevent mental ill-health and build
young people’s capacity to deal with adversity.

Our Partnership Program consists of online
presentations and weekly lessons for students,
professional development for staff, and Parent &
Carer Hub (inc. digital presentations) for our
parent and carer community.

Over the coming weeks, teachers and students will
begin to engage in weekly lessons and activities
around the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy,
Mindfulness (GEM), and Emotional Literacy to build
resilience. We will also be sharing the Parent &
Carer Hub with you. The videos are 5-10 minutes
long and will walk through the key pillars of
resilience: Gratitude, Empathy & Mindfulness. You’ll
hear stories and be introduced to activities to
show how these strategies can support our kids'
learning and development, and also support you
as parents and carers.

This program is an important part of our school’s
effort to look after the mental health and wellbeing
of our community.

Check out their website for more information:
The Resilience Project:
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/

And check out TRP@HOME; a place filled with
inspiration and activities for the whole family, to
help improve your wellbeing and build resilience.
TRP@HOME:
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-
home/home-2023/



The Andrews Creek Primary School Association is
having their first meeting for 2024 tonight and would
like to invite any new parents/carers to attend.

Next Meeting
Date: Thursday 15 February (tonight)
Where: ACPS Staffroom
Time: 6pm

Annual General Meeting 
Date: Thursday 21 March
Where: ACPS Staffroom 
Time: TBC

Nominations open!
The Andrews Creek Primary School Association
Committee has vacancies commencing 21 March,
2024:

Four parent/community member vacancies
(maximum of one community member)
One staff member vacancy
Positions are for a period of 2 years
Nominations close on Thursday 14 March, 2024
If there are more nominations than vacancies, an
election will be called
The Committee currently meets twice a term, on
Thursday evenings during Week 2 and Week 7

Andrews Creek Primary School Association invites you
to consider nomination for one of these positions. 
A form was uploaded to the Audiri app this week or
you can obtain a copy at the office. 

Cookbooks are still for sale at the office!

School Association News

Anaphylaxis
ACPS is a respectful community of learners and
families, and we are mindful that there are students
in our school with severe allergies. With no known
cure for food allergy, awareness and education are
most important, as an allergic reaction can quickly
become life threatening. 

Anaphylaxis is the most severe form of allergic
reaction and is potentially life threatening. It must
be treated as a medical emergency, requiring
immediate treatment and urgent medical attention.
Anaphylaxis usually occurs within minutes or up to 2
hours of exposure to the trigger and can rapidly
become life threatening.

As a school, we need to ensure that;
We are not sharing food items
We wash our hands regularly
We are mindful if there is someone in our
classroom with severe allergies, we are nut
aware.
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Register for this fun run coming up in
a few weeks! The team/school with the
most registrations wins $2000 worth
of prizes!  This is a family event, and
competitors can choose to run/walk
10km, 5km, 1.5km or 500m.  Register
here!
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https://www.hockeytasmania.com.au/particip
ate/hookin2hockey/
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