15 March 2018
Issue 3
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday 16 March
Bullying No Way Campaign (SRC)
Casual Clothes Day (SRC)

Monday 19 - Thursday 29 March
Swimming & Water Safety Program

Friday 23 March

Reports
This week marks the half way point of Term 1. We hope
that you are able to spend some time with your child going
through the interim report and set some goals for the
remainder of the term. It was rewarding, reading all the
reports and I can say with delight that students have made
a positive start to the year. I am currently reading a book
titled, ‘You don’t have to be bad to get better.’ I strongly
encourage this title to be used as a motto for learning.

Earth Hour 12 - 1pm (SRC)

Friday 30 March - Tuesday 3 April
Easter Break

Thursday 12 April
Last day of Term 1

Friday 13 April
Student Free Day (Moderation Day)

TERM DATES
Term 1
Wednesday 7 February – Thursday 12 April
Easter Break
Friday 30 March –Tuesday 3 April
Term 2
Monday 30 April – Friday 6 July
Term 3
Tuesday 24 July – Friday 28 September
Term 4
Monday 15 October – Thursday 20
December

Andrews Creek Primary School
Department of Education

Tasmanian Association for the Gifted Inc.
All staff attended a professional learning session
facilitated by Allison Cornish from the Tasmanian
Association for the Gifted Inc. The focus of the session
was to unpack the myths associated with children who
are gifted and unpack how we can support gifted children
in our context. A parent information session was held
following this session. You might be wondering is my child
gifted?

Continued on next page…….

Children who are gifted have potential in one or more of the ability domains (intellectual, physical, creative or
social) that places them in the top 10-15% of their age peers. Developing this potential into talents or skills
requires appropriate supports and environments. Allison will return to ACPS in the last week of term to work
with teachers.
Thank you to the School Association for making this opportunity available to families. If you were unable to
attend the session but would like to know more, visit https://www.tasgifted.com/ or speak to your child’s
classroom teacher.
Bullying. No Way! National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence
The Student Representative Council registered our school for “Bullying No Way Day” on Friday 16 March.
Students are working hard during break times to spread the message. Below is information defining bullying,
and advice on how to support your child at home.
“The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says:
Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social
behaviour that causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing
their power over one or more persons. Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can be obvious (overt)
or hidden (covert).
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders.
Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as
bullying.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:

Mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance);

Not liking someone or a single act of social rejection;

One-off acts of meanness or spite;

Isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.
Exploring the definition further
Bullying has three main features:
1. It involves a misuse of power in a relationship
2. It is ongoing and repeated; and
3. It involves behaviours that can cause harm.
Countering bullying involves the whole school community. Each
person in the school community has an important role. Students
and families are central to preventing bullying and creating a
school climate of respect and inclusion, and their meaningful
engagement demonstrates the value the school holds for
students and families.
How parents and carers can respond
Children and young people need to know that they are being heard, that their feelings matter and that their
issue will be investigated respectfully. Bullying should be taken seriously.

Listen calmly and get the full story
Your calm response is important to allow your child to tell you all
about the situation. After they have told you their story, ask
questions to get more details if you need to: who, what, where,
when.
Your first response when a child tells you of a concern can
make a difference to the outcome
Although you may feel some strong emotions about your child's
experience, try to keep calm to avoid more distress to your child.
Reassure your child they are not to blame
Many children blame themselves and this may make them feel even
worse.
You could say things like, 'That sounds really hard to deal with. No
one should have to put up with that' or 'I'm so glad you told me.
You should be able to feel safe at school; that's not fair at all'.
Ask your child what they want to do and what they want you to
do
A critical part of your response is to avoid jumping in to solve the
problem.
While it is natural to want to protect your child, helping them to find their own solution is a better option. It
helps them feel they have some power in the situation.
Learn some strategies to talk about with your child
One idea is to practice strategies at home to help your child feel more confident. Watch the Quick Tips for
Parents videos by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg for more ideas.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFKK2awComI&index=5&list=PL64F42ACD4119FF54
If your child is being bullied
If your child is bullying others
If your child has seen bullying
Contact the school
Your child may be reluctant for you to do this, so discuss the idea and reassure them that the school would
want to know and is able to help. Make an appointment to meet with your child's teacher and, if you need to,
ask to talk with the Principal. Contact the school immediately if you have a concern about your child's safety.
Check in regularly with your child
Keep the conversation going. It can take time to resolve issues, so check in regularly with your child about
their experiences and their feelings. Your ongoing support is important.”
(Source: https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/nationalday)
Fun Facts
Every second of the day, three Barbie Dolls are being sold somewhere in the world.
More than 680 kilograms of Silly Putty are produced each day.
Yours in Partnership
Angela McAuliffe
Acting Principal

SWIMMING & WATER SAFETY PROGRAM
Swimming starts next week, Monday 19 March.
Swimming notices went out last week and were due
back yesterday. If you have not returned this to
school, please do so by tomorrow.
A reminder to parents if you wish to
attend swimming lessons, you must have
a Working with Vulnerable People Card.

STUDENT COUNCIL
Upcoming SRC Events Calendar
Bullying No Way - Friday 16 March
Casual Clothes Day - Friday 16 March
Earth Hour - Friday 23 March
Vinnies Clothing and Toy Drive 4 - 6 April

PROGESS REPORTS
Progress reports will be going home today in your
child’s bag. These reports are a brief summary of
how your child has begun their year. Please feel
free to contact your child’s teacher if you have any
concerns.
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Next Meeting - Thursday 22 March at 7.30am in
ACPS staffroom.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MONDAY 7 MAY AT 7PM IN ACPS STAFFROOM

EASTER RAFFLE
The School Association are running another
Easter raffle this year which will be drawn on
Thursday 29 March before our Easter break.
If families are able to donate an Easter prize to the
office before Monday 26 March, it would be much
appreciated. Raffle books have been sent home
with the eldest in the family. Please return them to
the office by Tuesday 27 March.

Mike Gaffney Visit
Mr Gaffney came to visit our leadership group on
Friday 2 March. He was very informative about what a
good leader does and the qualities they have. He also
suggested ways of working to improve your
community. A tip he gave us was the importance of
remembering, even when people are questionings or
disagreeing with your decision, always be positive,
listen, try to help and take on the ideas that they
contribute.
Mr Gaffney spoke about the building blocks on how
to build a community. They include; communication,
cooperation, events and activities, and affirmation. As
the SRC we are already working hard on the first three
building blocks. The values that underpin his work as
a leader are; being respectful, caring, thinking before
your react, expect the best, and look for solutions in
peaceful way. We had a conversation about how
these values link closely to our school values.
Not only did we learn about leadership, we also spoke
about the Tasmanian and Australian Government and
the election.

By James
Clean Up Australia Day Wrap up

MERIT ASSEMBLY - 6 MARCH
Annabelle and Alex did a wonderful job as MC’s at
our last assembly. Learn, Inspire, Shine certificates
winners were presented to:
Learn - Moni, Lucas, Annalise, Logan, James K,
Pyper, and Sophia.
Inspire - Ryan, Charli, Daylia, Gracie B, Bryce G, Oscar,
and Alexander.
Shine - Annabelle, Nicky J, Matthew T, Ella, Lillian M,
Zeva, and Mahli.

Clean Up Australia Day was a big success with almost
all of the school participating. Students received a
sticker for their efforts.

By Caleb

NWPSSA CARNIVAL - PENGUIN 14 MARCH

Andrews Creek had a great day at the Penguin carnival yesterday. The students all participated with
enthusiasm and gained some great personal results. Overall ACPS placed 3rd in our division.
We have 3 children who made it to the Twilight Carnival Finals. Congratulations to Ivy, Caleb D, and Nate.
In typical ACPS style, our team was well supported by a super team of parents and relatives. Ms Beattie,
Mr Connelly and Mrs Armitstead were very grateful for their help! Mr Wilson also did a wonderful job
again as an official.

Athletics Carnival 2018

2018 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools
(ICAS)
The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) are independent, quality skill-based
competitions which give you a broad insight into a student’s performance. Over one million student entries
are accepted from over 6,300 schools in Australia and New Zealand annually. In addition, students from over
20 countries including Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, Singapore, South Africa and the USA participate in ICAS
each year.
Andrews Creek are inviting students from Grade 2 – 6 to challenge themselves by entering one or more of the
following competitions.
Science
29th May
Writing
14th June
English
31st July
Mathematics 14th August

$9.90
$19.80 (Grade 3 -6)
$9.90
$9.90

Children will be removed from their classrooms and provided with a quiet working space to complete the
competition paper on the set date.
Papers are returned to ICAS for marking. Students will later receive a certificate and a comprehensive
individual report on their performance.
Please return the entry form and appropriate fee to school by Thursday 29th March, 2018.

Penny Armitstead
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ICAS Entry Details and Payment
I give permission for my child ………………………………………………………….……………… to participate in 2018 ICAS.
Grade: ………………………………
Please tick the competitions your child would like to enter in.
$9.90

29th May

$19.80

14th June

English

$9.90

31st July

Mathematics

$9.90

14th August

Science
Writing

(3-6)

I have enclosed …………………………... total entry fee.

Signed ……………………………………………………………..…Parent/Carer

COMMUNITY NEWS

FUTSAL - Pictured below is one of our awesome
futsal teams who play each Friday night.

CONTACT DETAILS
20 Westwind Drive, WESLEY VALE, TAS, 7307
Phone 03 6428 4088
Email andrews.creek.primary@education.tas.gov.au
Web

https://andrewscreekprimary.education.tas.edu.au

