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Principal’s Message
Friday 18 March is National Day Against Bullying. This National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence is a positive day of action for teachers, students and school communities
across all of Australia to take a stand together and say ‘Bullying- No Way!’
We held a court yard assembly after lunch Wednesday to share Action Against Bullying and
Violence messages and to give out wrist bands to students in its name. Your child may have
brought one home?
Talking to your children about bullying

Key Dates for Term 1 & 2 Conversations are critical to ensuring that your child feels safe at school. You can have a
Friday 18 March
National Day of Action Against
Bullying & Violence
Friday 25—Tuesday 29
March

positive influence on your child’s social, emotional and academic development by talking with
them and being engaged in their education. While conflict is a natural part of growing up and
learning how to socialise, bullying can have long term effects on the wellbeing of your child.
Some common signs that your child is being bullied include:
Unexplained crying, moodiness or anger
Not wanting to go to school

Easter Break

Less social contact with friends

Wednesday 30 March

Frequent disagreements with you or their siblings

Students back

Unexplained missing personal property

Tuesday 5 April

A decline in the quality of their school work

Bravehearts Show
Tuesday 5 April
Merit Assembly
Thursday 7 April
Students last day
Thursday 7 April
Outdoor Cinema Night
Friday 8 April
Student Free Day
Monday 26 April
First day of Term 2
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Department of Education

If you think that your child is being bullied, the most important thing to do is to talk
to them about it. Try to:
Stay calm and let them know you’re happy they told you
Listen to them and tell them you believe them
Explain that it’s not their fault and it’s never ok to be bullied
Ask them what they need you to do
Let them know you are there to help them practice responsible ways to respond to bullying
You may also like to contact your school to ensure teachers know about the
situation and find out if anything is being done to address it.
There is also a range of resources available to help you and your child deal with
bullying, including:
Safe Schools Hub - www.safeschoolshub.edu.au Through the Safe Schools Hub, the Australian
Government is empowering parents with information and advice on how families can support a
safe school culture and manage problems when they arise.

Good Character/Working with Children
Checks
It is a requirement that all volunteers working within
our school have a current Good Character Check
(GCC). Please see the office for an application form
and allow 4 weeks for approval. Parent help will not
be permitted until your check is valid. We appreciate
your support in keeping our students safe. From
September this year the Working with Children
Checks will be replacing the GGC and volunteers will
then be asked to provide one of those. Information
can be found at this address.
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children
We will put another reminder in the newsletter closer
to September to remind parents about registration.
Applications can be started now.

Soccer
A reminder to all soccer parents that registration
and money needs to be handed into the
school office by tomorrow Friday 18 March.
DJSI will be holding a referee
training course this Friday 18
and Monday 21 March at 7:158:30pm for any Grade 5/6
students, high school students and
Parents/Carers wishing to help out
refereeing Junior Soccer this year. This will be
conducted by Senior Referees Mark Smith and
Nathan Brain at the club rooms Meercroft Park.
DJSI will be holding a working Bee this Saturday 19
March at 10am and Monday 21 March at 6:30pm to
prepare equipment/clubrooms/kitchen ready for the
start of the season.
All Parents/Supporters
welcome. Absolutely no experience needed!

Student Arriving Early
Students have been arriving at school as early as
8.00am. Could we remind Parents/Carers that school
supervision does not start until 8.25am. Thank you Headlice
Please be aware that headlice has been detected at
for your co-operation.
school recently so precautions should be taken. We
have some new pamphlets regarding treatment
Chook Crew
available at the office if required.
A big thank you to the Woods family for donation of
wood shavings and to Nathan and Janine Richardson
for their kind donation of wheat and straw.
We appreciate your support!

Shoe Boxes Wanted
Prep are wanting shoe boxes or boxes of a
similar size. Please send in to school if you
have any.

Release of the draft Education Bill 2016
On 14 March 2016 the Tasmanian Government
released the draft Education Bill 2016. The draft
Education Bill is the Government’s proposal for how
education legislation should change to best support
the education system and all learners. The draft Bill is
informed by national and international research, a
review of legislation in other states and territories and
stakeholder and community consultation.
Major reforms under the draft Education Bill include:






Lowering the school starting age from 5 years to
4 years and 6 months, with a flow-on to a
minimum Kindergarten eligibility age of 3 years
and 6 months (this will apply to children born in
2016)
Lifting the education and training leaving
requirements to completion of year 12 or
equivalent (certificate III, apprenticeship) or until
18, whichever occurs first (this will apply to
students who are in Year 7 in 2016).
Extending the compulsory years of education
and training would ensure that more young
Tasmanians would have access to high quality
early learning sooner and more would complete
year 12 or equivalent before they turn 18. The
proposed change to the minimum starting age
will bring Tasmania into line with other states
and territories, as shown below:

The Government is seeking feedback from the
Tasmanian community on the draft Education Bill.
Consultation on the draft bill commenced on 14
March 2016 and will close on 13 May 2016.
Further information on the draft Education Bill and
how to give feedback is at the Education Act
Review website [http://tased-educationact.blogspot.com.au].
Reminders
Book Club needs to be returned to the office by
tomorrow, Friday 18 March.
Easter Raffle
Tickets need to
be returned to the
office by Monday
21 March.
ICAS
Entries need to be
returned to the
office by Thursday 24 March.
Science

31 May

$ 8.80

Writing

13-17 June

$18.70

English

2 August

$ 8.80

Mathematics 6 August

$8.80

Skoolbag App
This App is a great tool for getting instant alerts
for important announcements, easily viewing
school events, the fortnightly newsletter, shop
menu, and uniform order list. It also has an e-form
where you can alert the office of your child’s
absence. Skoolbag is a free App and if you need
help installing it please ask at the office.

Athletics Carnival
After a washout the week before we had lovely
weather for our carnival on March 3. Sassafras joined
us again for a great day of racing and fun!
Rubicon were our winners and we will be presenting
our new shield to them in the next assembly. Well
done to all students who participated and behaved
very well.
Yesterday March 16, 28 students participated in the
North-West Primary Schools Athletics Carnival at
Penguin. ACPS came 1st in our Division! Well done
team. Five of our students, Liam O’Callaghan, Tiarna
Shepherd, Caleb Dennis, Ivy Whelan, and Angel
Glover qualified for the twilight finals in Penguin next
Thursday March 24.

Grade 1BR
Focus
Wednesday is
Science Day in
1BR.

We are meteorologists.
We are investigating
changes in the seasons, collecting data from the
weather website and making observations about
changes in the weather.
So far our observation is that the weather hasn’t changed
much over the last few weeks!

We are zoologists. We have been researching frogs,
their life cycle and their habitats.
We are lucky enough to have visits from Ranger John
to help us learn more about our local animals and our
local environment.

Environmental Program Andrews Creek
The Prep class is working with Rod Thomas at
the Creek this term. Here are some reflections from the students on their experiences.
We found some burrowing crayfish in the mud. It
was very interesting. Annika
We found lots of spiders on the ground and in the
trees. It was cool. Nicholas
I liked the Creek. I picked some grass to make a
habitat for my pretend creature but the grass cut
my hand. Matilda
I saw some pictures of echidnas. They like to eat ants. It
was interesting. Ava

Community News

EASTER EGG HUNT & FAMILY PICNIC
AT GHOST ROCK
Saturday 26 March
A fun day for the whole family, come along
to Ghost Rock’s inaugural Easter Egg Hunt
amongst the vines for children aged 0-12.
There will also be entertainment including
live music, face painting and a jumping
castle. Bring along a picnic blanket and
basket full of goods, or sample some local
produce from their food and wine stalls. This
event is strictly a NO BYO Alcohol Event.
Time: 11.00am — 4.00pm
Entry fee: $10. per adult, $5 per child
(children 3 and under FREE)
Bookings: In advance through Cellar Door or
at the gate on the day.

LATROBE DEMONS
BASKETBALL
Junior Programs
Skills Sessions
Wednesday 3.00-4.00pm
Latrobe Stadium
Boys & Girls - Any ages
Saturday 9.30-10.30am
Latrobe Stadium &
Port Sorell (Camp Banksia)
Boys & Girls 5-12

CONTACT DETAILS
20 Westwind Drive, WESLEY VALE, TAS 7307
Phone: 03 6428 4088 Fax: 03 6428 4214
Email: andrews.creek.primary@education.tas.gov.au Web: www.andrewscreekprimary.com.au

